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citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
Internat.onal Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority 
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opinions of this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the 
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Box No. I Basis of this opinion 


1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of : 




£3 the international application in the language in which it was filed 




EZI a translation of the international application into 


. which is the lancmaop nfa 


translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

2. □ This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized by or notified 

to this Authority under Rule 9 1 (Rule 43 bis. 1 (a)) 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this opinion has been 
estaDlisnea on the basis of: 


a. type of material 

| | a sequence listing 





□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 



b. format of material 
□ on paper 
| | in electronic form 



c. time of filing/fumishing 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

Q filed together with the international application in electronic form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

4. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 

filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additioanl copies is identical to that 
in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 

5. Additional comments; 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(i) w Hh regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 






Novelty (N) 


Claims ' - 20 


YES 




Claims None 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims N ™e 


YES 




Claims 1 " 20 


un 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 1 - 20 


YES 




Claims None 


NO 









2. Citations and explanations : 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US 5461708 A (KAHN, P. R.) 24 October 1995 

D2: US 5581677 A (MYERS, B. A. et al.) 3 December 1996 

Dl discloses a system and method for determining the level of complexity present in a user's data and 
for automatically selecting a preferred graph type based on that determined complexity. The system 
includes a preferred interface for receiving selections from the user indicating an information set to 
visualize graphically. 

D2 discloses a system and method to automatically produce a display chart from example graphics and 
data values. A data value is associated with at lest one of the graphical elements, and a list of 
heuristics are applied to determine the visualization characteristics for the graphical elements. The 
display chart is produced incorporating the visualization characteristics. 

1. Novelty 
1.1 Claims 1-5 

Claim 1 of the present invention relates to a method for formatting chart, comprising: receiving a 
standard chart, providing a plurality of chart elements, modifying the standard chart, and displaying the 
modified chart. 

Dl, which is regarded as the closest prior art to the subject matter of claim 1, discloses a method for 
automatically formatting a graph based on the contents and layout of user-selected information. But 
Dl does not disclose the step of providing a plurality of chart elements pictorially, wherein each of the 
plurality of chart elements represents a chart modification for use in changing the standard chart As 
the step of providing a plurality of chart elements is not disclosed in Dl, the method of claim 1 is not 
33(2) Pated ^ 01 Theref ° re ' Cla ' m 1 SeemS t0 be novel md meets the requirements of PCT Article 

(Continued on the Supplemental Sheet.) 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. V) (April 2007) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Internationa] application No. 

PCT/US2007/012573 



Supplemental Boj 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 

Continuation of : 



Box V. 



Claims 2-5 are dependent on claim 1, and consequently they are also considered to be novel and meet 
the requirements of PCT Article 33(2). 

1 .2 Claims 6-8 

Claim 6 relates to a system for modifying a chart, the system comprising: a memory storage, a 
processing unit for modifying the standard chart based on a received input, and a display device. 

Dl, which is regarded as the closest prior art to the subject matter of claim 6, discloses a system for 
automatically formatting a graph, comprising: a processor and a memory, a screen device, an input 
device, a means for automatically selecting different graph types, and means for plotting the 
information as a graph. But, Dl does not disclose a processing unit for providing a plurality of chart 
elements pictorially. As the processing unit for providing a plurality of chart elements is not disclosed 
in Dl, the system of claim 6 is not anticipated by Dl. Therefore, claim 6 seems to be novel and meets 
the requirements of PCT Article 33(2). 

Claims 7-8 are dependent on claim 6, and consequently they are also considered to be novel and meet 
the requirements of PCT Article 33(2). 



1.3 Claims 9-20 



Claim 9 relates to a computer-readable medium which stores a set of instructions which when 
executed performs a method for modifying a chart, the method comprising: receiving a standard chart, 
providing a plurality of chart elements, modifying the standard chart, and displaying the modified 
chart.. 



Dl, which is regarded as the closest prior art to the subject matter of claim 9, discloses a method for 
automatically formatting a graph based on the contents and layout of user-selected information. But, 
Dl does not disclose the step of providing a plurality of chart elements pictorially. As the step of 
providing a plurality of chart elements is not disclosed in Dl, the computer-readable medium of claim 
9 is not anticipated by Dl. Therefore, claim 9 seems to be novel and meets the requirements of PCT 
Article 33(2). 

Claims 10-20 are dependent on claim 9, and consequently they are also considered to be novel and 
meet the requirements of PCT Article 33(2). 



(Continued on the Supplemental Sheet.) 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Supplemental Box) (April 2007) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/US2007/012573 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 

Continuation of : 



2. Inventive Step 
2.1 Claims 1-5 



Claim 1 of the present invention relates to a method for formatting chart, comprising: receiving a 
standard chart, providing a plurality of chart elements, modifying the standard chart, and displaying the 
modified chart. 

Dl, which is regarded as the closest prior art to the subject matter of claim 1, discloses a method for 
automatically formatting a graph based on the contents and layout of user-selected information The 
subject matter of claim 1 differs from that of Dl in that claim 1 has the step of providing a plurality of 
chart elements pictorially. But, D2 discloses a method for displaying a display chart from a drawn 
example graphical element embodying the visualization characteristic. It would be obvious to a person 
skilled in the art to combine Dl and D2 to arrive at the method of claim 1. Therefore, claim 1 lacks an 
inventive step and does not meet the requirements of PCT Article 33(3). 

Dependent claims 2-4 relate to a method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of receiving input for 
selecting chart elements, querying the standard chart, and querying the modified chart. Dependent 
claim 5 relates to a method of claim 1, wherein the chart elements reside in a chart ribbon. However, 
claims 2-5 do not have any additional features more than what are described in Dl and D2. A person 
skilled in the art would regard it as a normal design to combine Dl and D2 to arrive at the method of 
claims 2-5. Therefore, claims 2-5 lack an inventive step and do not meet the requirements of PCT 
Article 33(3). 



Claim 6 relates to a system for modifying a chart, the system comprising: a memory storage a 
processing unit for modifying the standard chart based on a received input, and a display device. 

Dl, which is regarded as the closest prior art to the subject matter of claim 6, discloses a system for 
automatically formatting a graph, comprising: a processor and a memory, a screen device an input 
device, a means for automatically selecting different graph types, and means for plotting the 
information as a graph. The subject matter of claim 6 differs from that of Dl in that claim 6 has the 
processing unit for providing a plurality of chart elements pictorially. But, D2 discloses a 
programmable data processing system for displaying a display chart from a drawn example graphical 
element embodying the visualization characteristic. It would be obvious to a person skilled in the art to 
combine Dl and D2 to arrive at the system of claim 6. Therefore, claim 6 lacks an inventive step and 
does not meet the requirements of PCT Article 33(3). 

(Continued on the Supplemental Sheet.) 
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Dependent claims 7-8 relate to a system of claim 6, wherein the processing unit is associated with a 
server and a client-side device. However, claims 7-8 do not have any additional features more than 
what are described in Dl and D2. A person skilled in the art would regard it as a normal design to 
combtne Dl and D2 to arrive at the system of claims 7-8. Therefore, claims 7-8 lack an inventive step 
and do not meet the requirements of PCT Article 33(3). 



2.3 Claims 9-20 

Claim 9 relates to a computer-readable medium which stores a set of instructions which when 
executed performs a method for modifying a chart, the method comprising: receiving a standard chart, 
providing a plurality of chart elements, modifying the standard chart, and displaying the modified 
chart.. 

Dl, which is regarded as the closest prior art to the subject matter of claim 9, discloses a method for 
automatically formatting a graph based on the contents and layout of user-selected information. The 
subject matter of claim 9 differs from that of Dl in that claim 9 has the step of providing a plurality of 
chart elements pictorially. But, D2 discloses a method for displaying a display chart from a drawn 
example graphical element embodying the visualization characteristic. It would be obvious to a person 
skilled in the art to combine Dl and D2 to arrive at the computer-readable medium of claim 9. 
Therefore, claim 9 lacks an inventive step and does not meet the requirements of PCT Article 33(3). 

Dependent claims 10-12 and 20 relate to a computer-readable medium of claim 9, further comprising 
modifying the modified chart, receiving input for selecting chart elements, querying the standard chart, 
and providing art objects. Dependent claims 13-19 relates to a computer-readable medium of claim 9 
wherein the plurality of chart elements reside in a chart ribbon, displays a current state of the standard 
chart, and displays a current state of the modified chart. However, claims 10-20 do not have any 
additional features more than what are described in Dl and D2. A person skilled in the art would 
regard it as a normal design to combine Dl and D2 to arrive at the method of claims 10-20. Therefore, 
claims 10-20 lack an inventive step and do not meet the requirements of PCT Article 33(3). 

3. Industrial Applicability 

There is no reason to negate the industrial applicability of this invention. Consequently, claims 1 to 20 
appear to meet the requirements of PCT Article 33(4). 
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Q It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



I. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of ■ 

the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a ,ranslation °f the international application into > which is the langu of fl 
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may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 
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b. Q none of the figure is to be published with the abstract. 
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